Scrap Book: Candidate for MLA in Victoria Hillside 1991

B BLENCOE: reworked rights code
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B WIENS: universal child care

B SKILLINGS: increase pensions
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B VAN OOSTDAM: assured income

Women'’s centres low on Socred’s
spending list, Victoria forum hears

By Jody Paterson
Times-Colonist staff

B.C. women shouldn’t expect gov-
ernment handouts fer programs to
prevent family violence and abuse,
Socred candidate Patrick Skillings
said Saturday.

Skillings told about 50 people at a
Victoria-Hillside all-candidates meet-
ing on women'’s issues that the prov-
ince’s 30 women’s centres aren’t as
worthy of funding as other projects.

““The mentally handicapped, men-

‘tal illness, the elderly — those are
higher priorities in my mind than
women’s centres,” said Skillings,
whose comments prompted some re-
strained booing from the audience.

< “Idon’t see very many people out
there establishing men’s ce

“Women s -expect a Ja
cent of the tax dollars to go
rather than to men.”

Skillings, admitting that programs
for the elderly were his priority, said
women'’s centres and shelters should
rely on volunteers, not government
funding.

But Green Party candidate Jay Van
Oostdam said volunteers won’t ‘‘keep
the doors open and the landlord
happy.” He advocated permanent
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core funding for women’s centres,
which typically operate from year to
year, never knowing whether their
funding will be renewed.

“Mr. Skillings missed one major
thing — sexism. If he hasn’t noticed,
it’s out there,” said Van Qostdam.

Skillings, Van Oostdam, NDP in-
cumbent Robin Blencoe and Liberal
candidate Elmer Wiens attended the
all-candidates forum, sponsored by
the Victoria Status of Women Action
Group.

Blencoe promised a revamped
human rights code that protects gays
and leshians from any kind of dis-
crimination, a position supported by
all the candidates.

~ Skillings added that he had done his
rsonal part toward birth control,

their efforts.

“From a leshian or gay point of
view, they’re making a positive step
forward in not overpopulating,” he
said.

Wiens advocated universal child-
care paid for by the government at an
estimated cost of $100 million a year
— the amount the government pays
for each grade in the public school
system.
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Skillings said 'he opposes institu-
tion-style day cares, suggesting
instead that people be encouraged to
“‘open up their homes” as family day
cares.

While candidates avoided mud-
slinging during the 90-minute forum,
Blencoe said he couldn’t resist one

Skillings pledged to work on increas-
ing the number of child-care spaces.
“Social Credit has had umpteen
years to make good on these prom-
ises. This is just last-minute, on-the-

road-to-Damascus stuff — ‘Please let

us do it all for you,” ” Blencoe said.
“What concerns me is the 70,000 chil-
dren going home every day to empty

“houses.”

One audience member questioned

Wiens on his comment that because
women lived an average 10 years
longer than men, they had an advan-

ge.

She asked how being without a
pension and likely in an income
bracket below the poverty line could
be viewed as advantageous.

Wiens said the only advantage he
was alluding to was that the women
were alive and the men were dead.

On pensions, Skillings advocated
increased income supplements for
those in need. Financially comfort-
able seniors should give their subsi-
dies back, he said. £

Oostdam wants a guaranteed an-
nual income for all ages. Blencoe said
women have been shortchanged on

pensions, largely because men have

work.

“Traditionally, it’s been men who
have written the rules, done the col-
lective bargaining. Even trade unions
are beginning to recognize that pater-
nalism can often be there,” said Blen-
coe.

“It’s seen that men will retire with a
pension, while women, if they work
inside the horife, aren’t entitled to
anything.”

NDP finds voters like —but are hazy on—Grit
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Vote for

ELMER WIENS

LIBERAL

WIENS, ELMER

Elmer G. Wiens
of Victoria/Saanich
Economist
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Labor unrest likely
under NDP

Editor:

The New Democratic Party's minions who compose
the majority of the executive of B.C.'s unions create the
problems between unions and employers, and unions
and the Social Credit government.

Over the years I have been a union member in in
good standing of C.U.P.E., B.C.G.E.U. and other unions
and employment associations and I have observed the
following:

Most union members:

-want a decent wage and recognize that differentials
in salary scales are necessary, for example, because high-
er qualifications require more education and experience.

-accept that a part of their union deductions are paid
in support of the NDP, because they recognize its work
to improve everyone's standard of living.

-accept that it is easier for the proverbial camel to
pass through the eye of a needle than it is for a non-NDP-
controlled executive who foment the union members to
demand exorbitant wage increases and costly benefits.

And NDP government this fall will bring union
strife: strikes, work slowdowns and lockouts like we
have never experienced.

Remember the Barrett government.

- Elmer G. Wiens
South Quadra
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Profound impact

Dear Editor,

While opposition to the
Canada-U.S.A. Free Trade
Agreement (F.T.A.) per-
sists, it undoubtedly is an
established tact tor the next
decade. How must Canada
and B.C. adjust in a
post-F.T.A. world?

The elimination of taritts
between Canada and the
U.S.A. could have a pro-

found impact on British
Columbia’s trading pattern
with the rest ot Canda and
the U.S.A. This will also
have an lmportant impact
on B.C.’s transportation
sector and the need to
rethink policy regardmg the
provision of highway infra-
structure.

B.C. will export a larger
percentage of its resource
based manufactured goods
to the U.S.A.; a smaller
pecentage to the rest of
Canada, because ot the
F.T.A.; B.C. could also im-
port up to 20 per cent more
tfrom the U.S.A. and import
15 per cent tewer manutac-
tured goods trom central
Canada.

Such a shitt in the trade
pattern ot B.C. could dou-
ble the north-south tlow of
products between B.C. and
the U.S.A. over the next
decade, along with a greater
trade in services (i.e. trans-
portation, insurance ser-
vices).

Doubling exports plu:
imports with the U.S.A.
over the next decade will re-
quire improvements in
truck, rail, marine and air
modes of transportatlon
Since truckmg is the pre-
ferred carrier ot manutac-
tured and tabncated pro-
ducts, the increasing de-
mand for the truck mode
will require substantlal im-
provements in north-south
highway linkages and inter-
modal networks.

Hopetully, B.C.’s Min-
istry of Transportatlon and
Highways is aware of the ef-
fect that the F.T.A. will
have,

Elmer G. Wiens
Alder Street

Write soon!

The Wulun News ukamu--
letters ﬁcm readers, and re-
urmthcrggkttomﬁrbuv-
ity, clarity and taste. Letters
mbcarthmaftbau-f
thor clearly typed or printed,
and a ulcﬂwnc wnbafor




EDMONTON JOURNAL MAY 22, 1989




GORDON HEAD / SAANICH NEWS APRIL 18, 1989




WESTERN NEWS JANUARY 18, 1989




SOME LETTERS WRITTEN AFTER THE PROVINCIAL ELECTION

VANCOUVER COURIER SEPTEMBER 6, 1992




VANCOUVER COURIER NOVEMBER 22, 1992




VANCOUVER COURIER DECEMBER 23 1992




